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King Bhaskaravarman, was " a descendant of the God
NarSyana "' ; he was " of the caste of the Brahmanas,"
and had the title of ec Kumara.n " Since the possession of
the kingdom by his family up to his time, the succession
of princes covers a space of a thousand generations"
(Mem. II, 77.) The evidence of his contemporary Bana
(Harsacarita, chap. VII) confirms almost all these details.
Finally we possess since a few years ago an inscription
01 King Bhaskaravarman (Nidhanpur plates, J%p.
Ind.y XII, 65), which takes back the genealogy up to
King Bhagadatta, the famous adversary of the Pandtavas,
by a long list of ancestors. However, when he had
business with others than Indians, the same prince boasted
of another origin altogether. When the envoy of the
T'ang dynasty, Li Yi-piao, paid him a visit during the
course of his mission (643-646) the king in a private
conversation, told him : "the royal family has handed
down its power for 4,000 years. The first was a holy
spirit which came from China .(Han-ti] flying through the
air " (She-kiafaiig take, ed. Tok. XXXV, 1, 94b, col. «#.).
As though he would show sympathy for China, he asked
the envoy to get him a portrait of Lao-tseu and a Sanskrit
translation of the Tao-to-king. The Emperor, on his part,
wished to respond to this desire and promulgated an
edict asking the master of the Law, Hiuan-tsang, to
prepare the translation in collaboration with Taoist
teachers (cf. on this episode the article of M. Pelliot :
Autour cVnne tra&uction Sanscrite du Tao-to king in T'oung-
pao,Vol. XIII, 1912, p. 351 ff.). After the dynasty of
Bhaskaravarman, .KSmarupa never ceased to be subject
to barbarian races who have been gradually Hinduized.
The best known period is that of the Ahoms, of the
Tai or Shan race, which succeeded in creating a kind of

